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SUBJECT: FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR KOREAN QUESTION IN UNGA 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER LHO SHIN YONG CALLED 
IN AMB NOVEMBER 4 TO DISCUSS BOTH IMMEDIATE AND LONGER-RUN 
PROSPECTS FOR KOREAN QUESTION IN THE UNGA AND TO DISCUSS POSSIBILITY 
FURTHER REDUCING UN COMMAND PROFILE. LHO ALSO BLASTED AUSTRALIANS 
AND THANKED US LEADERS FOR SUPPORT. END SUMMARY. 

2. LHO OUTLINED HIS VIEW OF IMMEDIATE UN PROSPECTS IN VERY 
MUCH SAME TERMS USUN HAS BEEN DESCRIBING SITUATION IN RECENT 
MESSAGES. SWEDISH, ASEAN, AND TUNISIAN MOVE TO COMPROMISE HAD 
LITTLE CHANCE FOR SUCCESS IN LHO'S MIND, SINCE NORTH 
KOREANS NOT LIABLE AT THIS STAGE TO SHOW ANY FLEXIBILITY. LHO 
ANTICIPATED THAT SAME BATTLE WE HAVE JUST BEEN THROUGH LIKELY 
TO BE REPEATED IN UNGA PLENARY SESSION AND SAID INSTRUCTIONS HAD 
BEEN SENT TO ALL KOREAN EMBASSIES TO CONTINUE EFFORTS TO 
MAINTAIN SUPPORT FOR FRIENDLY RESOLUTION. AMBASSADOR GENERALLY 
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AGREED WITH THIS ANALYSIS, STATING THAT US EMBASSES HAD ALSO 
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BEEN INSTRUCTED TO DO ALL POSSIBLE TO MAINTAIN AND WHERE 
POSSIBLE IMPROVE FIRST COMMITTEE VOTING RESULTS. AMBASSADOR 
EMPHASIZED IMPORTANCE OF KOREAN MISSION AT UN AND KOREAN 
EMBASSIES ABROAD CONTINUING TO MAINTAIN CLOSEST COORDINATING WITH 
US COUNTERPARTS. LHO SPECIFICALLY EXPRESSED HOPE U.S. WOULD 
EXERT INFLUENCE OVER KENYA. WHEREUPON AMBASSADOR OUTLINED PLANS 
DESCRIBED NAIROBI 9557. 

3. TURNING TO LONGER-RUN PROSPECTS, LHO SAID THAT WIDE 
RANGING FRUSTRATION WITHIN ROKG OVER POOR UNGA RESULTS DESPITE 
MAJOR ROK/US EFFORT HAD PRODUCED UNIVERSAL VIEW THAT 
DIFFERENT APPROACH SHOULD BE TAKEN TOWARD UN NEXT YEAR. LHO 
MADE CLEAR THAT NO FINAL DECISION AS TO HOW THIS MIGHT BE DONE 
HAD BEEN MADE, BUT SAID HE PLANNED TO OPEN DISCUSSION ON 
POSSIBLE WAYS TO AVOID UNGA DEBATE ON KOREAN ITEM NEXT YEAR 
AT MEETING WITH PRESIDENT AFTERNOON, NOVEMBER 4. 

4. IF UN COMMAND WERE NOT IN EXISTENCE, LHO WENT ON, 

OSTENSIBLE REASON FOR NORTH KOREA BRINGING KOREAN QUESTION 
TO UN ATTENTION WOULD DISAPPEAR AND NORTH KOREAN POSITION 
VIS-A-VIS THIRD WORLD NATIONS WOULD BE UNDERMINED. MOREOVER, 
HAVING FRIENDLY FORCES UNDER UN COMMAND COULD PUT US IN 
DIFFICULT SITUATION IF NORTH DID IN FACT ATTACK AND UN VOTED 
FOR FRIENDLY FORCES TO CEASE RESISTANCE. THERE WERE OBVIOUS 
DANGERS IN REMOVING UN COMMAND ALTOGETHER HOWEVER; THEREFORE 
LHO SAID HE PLANNED TO PROPOSE IN NOVEMBER 4 MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT PARK THAT SPECIFIC CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO REDUCING 
UN COMMAND TO FIVE OR TEN MAN SYMBOLIC UNIT, SEPARATE FROM 
OTHER US/ROK FORCES, HEADED BY 2 OR 3 STAR GENERAL, AND 
RESPONSIBLE ONLY FOR CONDUCTING ARMISTICE DISCUSSIONS AT 
PANMUNJOM. AT SAME TIME ROK AND US COULD PROCEED WITH FORMATION 
COMBINED US/ROK COMMAND WHICH HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN DISCUSSED. 

5. IN RESPONSE, AMBASSADOR DECLARED THAT WE TOO FOUND UNGA 
EXERCISE ON KOREA SIMILARLY FRUSTRATING AND THEREFORE ITS 
SENSIBLE THAT TWO PARTNERS SHOULD LOOK INTO ALTERNATIVE FUTURE 
APPROACHES TO UN PROBLEM. HE THOUGHT THAT CONCRETE SUGGESTION 
LHO HAD MADE WAS WORTH CONSIDERING. AMBASSADOR EMPHASIZED 
HOWEVER, THAT IT MOST IMPORTANT NOT TO MAKE DECISION TO OPT OUT 
OF UN DEBATE UNTIL WE HAD FULLY EXPLORED TOGETHER ALL FUTURE 
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OPTIONS AND HAD AGREED UPON MOST VIABLE ALTERNATIVE COURSE OF 
ACTION. ONE PROBLEM AMBASSADOR NOTED WAS THAT REGARDLESS OUR 
EFFORTS TO AVOID FURTHER LENGTHY, FRUSTRATING UN CAMPAIGNS, 
COMMUNIST BLOC COULD RAISE ISSUE IN UNGA UNDER ALMOST ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES. LHO FULLY AGREED WITH AMBASSADOR S POINTS AND 
PROMISED THAT FOLLOWING HIS MEETING WITH BLUE HOUSE HE WOULD BE 
BACK IN TOUCH. HE SAID FOREIGN MINISTER KIM DONG JO PLANNED 
TO DISCUSS FUTURE APPROACH TO UNGA IN WASHINGTON AFTER 
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CONCLUSION OF UN CONSIDERATION. 

6. TOWARD END CONVERSATION LHO REMARKED ON DEEP ROK 
DISAPPOINTMENT OVER AUSTRALIAN VOTE AND REPORTED THAT HE HAD 
PROTESTED STRONGLY DAY BEFORE TO AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR; LHO ADDED 
THHAT HE HAD TEMPERED SOMEWHAT FONMIN KIM'S INSTRUCTION FROM 

NEW YORK ON THIS POINT. WHICH, LHO SAID, "MIGHT HAVE 
CAUSED A BREAK IN RELATIONS". AMBASSADOR SAID US ALSO DEEPLY 
DISAPPOINTED AND WAS PROTESTING TO AUSTRALIANS. 

7. CONCLUDING CONVERSATION, LHO SAID HE WISHED ONCE AGAIN TO 
CONVEY THANKS TO PRESIDENT FORD, SECRETARY KISSINGER, AND 
DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR MAJOR EFFORTS ON KOREAN ITEM THIS YEAR. 

ROKG WAS FULLY AWARE THAT WE HAD DONE MORE THAN EVER BEFORE 
AND WAS DEEPLY APPRECIATIVE. 

SNEIDER 
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